Lithuania, one vast tomb, grew green again.    A new   4!
movement began among the Poles.
Pilsudski had a definite plan. He knew there were
noble hearts still dreaming of freedom, in spite of the
prevalent pessimism and the spirit of resignation and
submission. They must be organized and learn to work
together. Who would risk armed resistance and open
revolt? He knew there were old revolutionaries who
had not surrendered their ideal of independence for
Poland, but had adopted an attitude that negatived
every act against the government by saying, "Ours is
not an epoch for vast thoughts and great tasks."
Not so Jozef Pilsudski. He saw clearly that freedom
would never come save by their own efforts, and that by
fighting. It would be a difficult struggle, but difficulties
never deterred liim when he had vowed to make Ms
boyhood dreams a reality.
The majority of Poles were too timid, too lacking in
self-confidence to adopt any plans energetically; they
were fearful of repeating 1863; but the young people,
not afraid to say the word "independence," were begin-
ning to group themselves around certain leaders and
to discuss and plot the recovery of Poland's freedom.
Where could he find collaborators?
JNbt in the upper class to which he belonged by birth
and training. There were few nobles left in Lithuania;
they had been killed or sent into exile, or had voluntarily
gone abroad to escape that fate. Decimated, impover-
ished, they would not be able to take up the mission of
resurrecting Poland. Count this group out.
Not in the peasants. Their condition had been some-
what improved, to be sure, with the abolition of serf-
dom and the acquiring of land. There was constant
friction between them and the landowners, fomented by
the Eussians. They were oppressed, they were igno-
rant, they were inaccessible. They did not offer Pil-
sudski the right environment for the development of his
idea. Count that group out—for the present.

